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to make  it worth his while to be lenient, ho was   quite
content to let them alone. Great as was his respect for the Roman, Soo and for Gregory himself, he had no intention of sacrificing to it his own perquisites and popularity, or of running any rink of disturbance and bloodshed. Gennadius, therefore, remained unmoved by Gregory's eloquence; and the Pope, finding that ho could effect nothing with the Exarch, turned his batteries on the second official in Africa, Pantaleo tho Prctorian Prefect.1
" With what rigour the law punishes the execrable wickedness of the Donatists your Excellency is well aware. Ifc is no light sin, thon, if those whom the purity of the faith and the severity of human laws alike condemn, find under your rule the means of creeping up again into importance. Wo have learnt that tho audacity of these people has so increased in your province, that not only do they expel with pestilent force tho bishops of the*. Catholic Faith from their churches, but they even venture to rebaptixo those whom by a truo confession tho water of regeneration has already cleansed. If thin be so, we aro greatly HurpriHud that, while you occupy your present position, Hitch evil man should be able to -commit such excesses. Consider, in tho first placo, what sort of reputation you are likely to have among man, if thoso who under other governors have been justly suppressed, now under your administration find a way for                          And in the second place, be assured
that God will require nt your hand the souls that are lost, you correct this evil to tho best of your power. Do not what wo say. It is because we love you as our own mm that wo toll you what we are sure is for your good/'
But neither with Pantaleo did tho Pope's appeal meet with
SUCCCSS.
Meanwhile Gregory turned his attention to the Catholic apiHcopato in Africa,    It           that the Catholic bishops were
tin willing as the Catholic officials to live on good terms with thctir Donatist neighbours, and it was rumoured that they were not long appreciative of tho Ponatist gold. Peace, toleration, and a lump sum now and then appear to have been their programme. The dangers of the schism they entirely ignored. This venality and want of vigour was, in Gregory's opinion,
* KW. iv, 8*. YOU I.                                                                                          ^ Kwho had given themselves up to the Romans: there is, however, a variant reading, " Daratitiorum."
